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The Atlantic Coast Line has cgh-
Aructed from Denmark to Robbifis, &
listance of 31 miles. . '
“The Southern Railway has constructed

er the nn extendion from Cayce's” to Perry, a
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Vor-owith

rs. The "f
-come to this
school yvear in |
Superintendent of
' to yourlis ahnucl
111 make many sug-

10 ‘condition

» common soi { theState an
report I beg to dircet your at-

INSTITUTIONS,
» havé been the differ-
1o the wisdom of es-
= policy of the
en fixed and
nd are ail
tate and if
Iment of students
it e fur. them. To pull
dowtl ¢ give them niggardly
nce would bea backward step which
1t no true son of South Carelina
illing to take. Itisno longer
whether or ngt the State
oe in higher education. That
I, Tomake war on these
s is to retard the

Gevelopment  of the Stal

s been a general awakening In
the subject of education in South Caro-
lina and not only has the enrolment in
en Fdod but the de-
e$ -have been more
prospezon 1t vears than.ever be-
fore in their history. There should be
no conflict bhelween the denominational
collége and fhe'State college.. - The§ are
both doing a good_work. No true friend
of any Stpte collggl-will wage w.riare on
any denominatienal gollege and there is
1o sound reason, ror any denominational
. college to feel-finkindly towards tlie
State colleges. The' XA¢nominational col-
leges heve dohg apd are”deing a zood
work in this State and shouldsggsive our
hearty commendatios. Vi pe ]
I would like to take up each State’
coHede ¥eparately and call to.yourgtten-
tion the work doneand themeeds/of these
institutions, Lut I can d6 nomorgihan
fer yougto-their. reportsapd.refoms-

ns and_ coqumendsthEmfg your
‘s conSideration: . . Thggigouth
a Lo Qlemson Agrenitural)

nomin

College, thySoush Cato-
i “my, Windhrop Normal
aud Industrial Colfeve, -andstiré Colored
College at Crangehurg will all subthit te
vou through’the heads of these institus
ions d: statementa of their con®
cedsiand, these deservesyour
ior: You shopd be as)
n the p¥penditwerciifioney
tent with the efficient conduct
‘ einstiygiqns hut ta withhoid more,
thdi s nedéssATV YOt aheir propér maim-
teuance, woukl Bef be.wise ;sacondmy.:
+1 feel syre they,willl ot ask { oF.extrava-
o . Af. &N s g SR 5
=gant ¢r unnec#ifary appropriationsand
. Ly therefore, épnidonsivicangitgl tofvou
© a- carefnl study “of their needs and de-
mznds as set forth in-the reports that will’
besmitled toyon, . . . .
ERURNE AR L OB T St S
By reference to the report of the Phos-
- phate Inspector, yormwill see an itemized
Staignremt of #le wizk accomplished dp
g thetast fiscal year. - THéroyalty paid
the State for reck mined in 18§ amounted
{0 823,522.64. During the hscdl year just

.

3

15,356.62 over the preceding
3 : : &?:es’b_h?itfthe companies
doing busifiess 1#%hr phosphate beds are
recovering from the’ disastrous effects of

" jhe great stomms OF ‘e~ el Fw years:
The<arerand Yeveldpufentc ¥fgthe phos-
-phiate indusiry of :the SHate is of vital im-
:ce and demands our careful cousid-
© At'vour last'Session no provis-
de to'defray the expeuses. of
: sep and the:Béard: ThHIE
expense-hasbeen; met.by the! Attorney
General, under resplution, of .the Board:
ut of funds, collected by him and inghis
i I'§iduesithe advisability of pro-
& ssuibgient amowndto. cover: s
xpeuse: UL, yous Fppsopriation. bill, LFor
noitemizéd Seiement ofdhenvork done
: the Inspector T-idirect yoar- atéedtion:

s T g

increase of

R " L e
_ Py LEGAL DEPARTMENT: 2 &
.As will be seen By, referelice to.
port of the . Ajterner General; thit g

- has accomplishedte larfeamnbiio
and it {s gratiffing tongte theSuclesSang:
setsfaction tnahaveaitand “effgrts
of that officer. --TheBublivetion'of some

of the opipigng of (theAttorney-Generalf i

of a'geusralard pwbire- nature is a coms
able bnneyaiion,  Thereposts of the
_solicitors conieined.in thdt report
v ol yourafientiof:. They show
the elforts,of theFe officets {o punisy’
d Q’fzc:?éhfdime haye.not been nifavail-
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rst danual fepothof the
ission will be laid

Tt
State-R
heiore vou. i i
the general condition of the railroad-busi:
ness.of the State is progperous.+ Railroads
perly conducted are public benefactors
in one sense citizens and large
s to the -State.-* It should bef

n of the State to
ss of the railroads
1 good, - for.itdindis
been activity in every

issioarim re-.
made vagi-
Inced Fates to
s withontaey dimin-
venue of the roads,
ined by théfin-
1anges in
vennias
Carolina
Scuthern
of "this
itv bf

of the State.r s
sama-is dane bwl the Atlantic

listance of 31.2 mile.
Tie Seaboard Ajr Line has under con-

. children  struction, and will ' have completed ina

‘ew weeks: a line from Cheraw to the

Junction of.the F. C. & P. R. R,, a dis-
158 common j tance of g1 miles.

The Sumter-and Wateree R. R. con-

ty within, her  structed a line from Sumter Junction to
the City of
miles.

Sumter, -a distance of 15.8
R “F.

The North Western R, R. Company

nendations and from | have under construction an extension
: | from Sumter to Camden, a distance of 30
1 [ miles, 10 miles of which is in operation.
and the other,mileage is under rapid con-

struction.

There 1sunder coastruction a line from

a point of the Asheviile & Spartanburg

R.'R. to Lockhart Mills, a distance of 13

miles. _ ;

A line from Conway to the Seashore is

ander construction, a distance of 10

miles. This will make a total new mile-

age of 237 miles in the State.

Your attention is directed.to-the repast

of the Commission, in whieh yonawiilfind

much valuable and encouraging informa-

tion. * .

I submit herewith a

vear's business.

RAILROAD EARNINGs.

Earnings of the railrouds of

the State from all sources

for the year ending June

30, E80G. ctssieersivens anmemsaid 8,916,383.04
TOTAL EXPENSES.

Maintenance of way and

strugiuses, equipment,con-
- ductlhg : transportation,

“ireneral eXpenses.......l..... 5.851,246.37
TAXES coeveassmnresnrnnes .. 383,716.37
INCOIMC e saeiaaranaasannss veee 2,701,430.44
Increase in gross earnings a
over 1898 Of ..oeeurenres veeennd  827,053.00
Gross earning per mile........ 3,377-43

é'f”n‘opsis of the

£

Operating expenses per mile. 2,357.95
Net income per mile 1399..... 1,023.36
Net income per mile 18gS.... So7.57
Increase per mile.....veeencenne 215.77

2 THE DISPENSARY.
There is no question that will engage’
your attention’at this session that will
demansd more gareful thought and 1o
which there is-morg interest manifest-
ed than that of the control of liguor.
You will do doubt have several pro
sitions presented to you by different
membérs of your body for your consid-

ation. = It is important that you
:should teke hotd of the question 1o 2
positive and direct manper and meet
the issue squarely. Tnder the Consti-
ation of the State there gre oaly three
yrodes zllowcd for dealing with this
guestion. *‘The " Gegeral Assembly
fgay license pérsons or- corporations to
Ifanufzeture and sell and retail alco-
golic liquors or beverages within the
Spasr 7 vor the General Assembly may.
vroaibitrshe manufagture and sale and
retail of alcobolic liguorsand beverage;
withén the State:” ¢! it “‘may authorize
and empower State, county and muni-
cipal officers, all or either, under the
wuthofisy-and in the name of {HEStale,
to buy ip apy market and retail within
the State’liquors and beverages insuch
packages and quantities, under such’

Frulessand regulations, as it deems ex-

pedient.” Andin no’case shall it be
pint or between sun-down and sun-rise,
and it shall not be drunk on the premi-
ses. Neither can-the-General Assem-
tly ““delegate to any municipal corpora-
tio ther power 10 issue licemses to
sell the Same.” Under the Jast alter-
native the Dispensary Law-is in-foree.
At the present time and in xiew of
the era of material progress and de-
velopment_upon which the State has
entered+] do not believE:t would be
wise or food business judgment to refer
this quedtion to & popular election.
Notibatthereis any uneasiness or no-
willingness to trust the people, but
it -98¥18, bave a tendency 10 remew
steifédand bitterness aud engender bad
feslingana-l believe would retard the

‘tiayhasherstgiote@iisted agalnst the
Dispétsary Law; h#&been broken dowo
and.magy- of it§ mogt? bitter opponents
 have come torealize its geod features
and are ready and willing and anxious
1o $ee-it.imfprexed and enforced. With
certain sdmenc ments which seem neces-
gary,.and-which will commend theém:
selves. 1o your - good ‘judgmeut, aod

Ewhich should be made at the present
BSi "S:;O-ﬂﬂﬂ&r; 1.];

. the proper enforce-
i:it s the best solution

. ». T .
slighorw gutstion yet devised:
Ry gat

A hiSEey HEes

anta gher You prohibit it, license it,
ort ife"eharge ol 1t the princi;
pre’fs thir'satoe. It-seéms to me that 4t

Fttesprésent law and amend and im-
prove i*, Prohibition d&*¥ery “hicetin
[ theory but 1n existifig-$ircumstinces
“and conditions ¥ do novbelieve itwolld
be practicable. fxirdorcTddryi-ma-

tchirery-would be necessary io enforce

it -and there would be ne mEahs with
which to.employ. the mackinery exeept
:bpadditionul taxation, and even then
whiskey would be: freely-=sid -and .bar-
rooms urder the guise of drug stores

town and hamlet <in "Solith Cdrolina.:
‘Such has-been the experience where-
ever prohibition has been tried . Lacal
option would be even worse than pro-
‘ibition. : To have prohibivieg=in’ che

ing covnty, and the .disgemsaryg. im
another, avouil create .po end~afcon-
fusion and troule . throughopt . the
Stase, S s, &

Eu recent years that nas been as bitfer-
ly opposed and as strovgly'sypportéd as
the Dispensary Law.

been as well enforebd as GomibE éx-’
pected, being revolutionafy—as- it*was. 1
No lew can be thoroughly enforced that
has not'behind it aad to subport it &
heslthy publie sentiment ia” ivd fator:

systenn. - This:opetation of a
straight mileage s3
Coast Line Railroad and the Southern

. Railwav was brought about’ in a large

the pessistent efforts and

ssioh _who realized the

commercial relation-
of the State
- amd west < of |
s in placing.oury

vstem by the Atlantic |

| Stafe’ Commi r
and cood busivess judzmont add give

N w.that pablic tentiment isegrowing
i%s favor it seems to me that it:
e iid,.be mowise and bad judgment. to
vopeal the Dispensary Law and to make
trial of some other system of controtling

tlgia liguor business.

g

in"-some departroents. is not an argu-
ment against the systein.
shouid bave “becn disagreement and:
gontenticn amougst those in coptrol is
unioriupate. . R
* T'wouid recommend for your copsid-
eration the abolition of the Stateand
Courfty Boards of Control and that'the
duties of these offjcers be devolved upon
other ofiicials. You should  elect "a-
ssloner of high cChdracter

benefit to be de<t.?That there HasTeen bad management

suficieat compeusutridn ‘10" Bom-
the services of such a man, He

TR T IH

:‘3!1‘:}0_\'{1!(“?{1'. to ]

g propetdy ot fdise:

he vlveh “ford GUTROMTY and
ion and reghired ta gi.}a:.-_a.-goo:}
ieient hond and hg Subjegr oo
By the Governdr. ~Ag the
viaw stands he has verv.livie
ey power in the manage-
ment of the business and ST much
more thana clerk & cérry out-the

3 e 3N :
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rulesand:regulations of the Board of

'State Commissioner I weuld suggest the

"missioner and such purchases made as

| sizgest that the County Supervisor;the

go¥ ot e cost of the State Board will un-

sold in less quantisies than one-half]

progreds biabe State in its material de~
velopment: . Much~of the prejudice

““"‘otherlaws oo-the statute books.

would be goot judgment to take hold-

would spring up and flougish .in -everyy|

county, a license syssem#in. ag *adjein-:

. . LR S
- Nolaw has'been enacted:in’this State | 1. .

: And yet, wlth |],
the exception of 2 few locilitids, it has | |

That.3kers [ |

Control. . As an advisory buard to the

Compttoller General, the State Treus-
vrer aod the State Superintendent of
Zducation, with such powers.and duties
as in your wisdom you may think
proper to confer upon them. I do not
decm it wise to put the Governoror the
Attorney General on this- advicory]
board. You might add to this beard
the chairman of the Finance Commit-
tee of the Senate and the Chairman of
the Ways and Means Committee of the
House. It would not be necessary for
vhis board to meet more than four times
a year and at each meeting competitive
sealed bidsvould be submitted and these
bids opened inthe presence of the Com-

would be needed to supply the demand.
The State Treasurer is the custodian of
the funds, the Comptroller General dis-
tributes the school par: of the fund
arising from the dispensary, and the
State Supcrintendent of Eduecation is
the head of the educational dapartment
which is the bepeficiary of the fund.
These officers are elected by the people
aad have to give account to them for
the manner in which they discharge
their-duties and are always men of abil-
ity and character. )

In place of thé County Boards I would

'Sbunty Auditor, and the Mayor of:fhe
sunty seat town, if a dispensary be lo-
cated there, if not the mayor or intend-
ant of Some town in the County ‘in
which theré is a dispensary, constitute |
the County Board, and that they serve
| without extra compensation. They w00
are elected by the ueople and would |
have to givé account of their steward-
shipsto the people. I would also sug-
cest thatiithe county dispemsers be
elected by; the people as other county
officers gre elected and for a term of
L L0 YeRrs. - r sl

. These changes are suggested not only
‘becauge in my judgmentithey would im-
prove the.administratiqo of the law, but
| on the grouod of ecomomy. I regret
that I have not the figures for the last
fiscal year. Théy could not be obtained
on*account. of the_assembling of the
Tebisiature-coming S0 tear to the close
of the fiscal year. The figures,. how-
ever, will Dot be materially different
from thoge of the fiscgl year 1898, so
far as the County Board<are concerned,

doubyad!s be very much'inereased. Io
‘this yeur the total cost of the County

.year-the cost of the-State Board of
Control was $4:390 01, *which makes a
total.of §14.144.21 as the=cost of the
State and{ounty Boards of Control and
which by their abolition would be

tufned into the profits of the dispen-

SAry.. -

lywould algo sucgest that the law be
so amended as to bring violations with-
‘in the jurisdiction of the magistrates,
sb that all'cases might be promptly and
summarily” adjudicated. Much of the
expenseof the constabulary arises from
having to attend circuit courts as wit-
nesses and ~prosecutors against blind
tigers: © -~ - - .

Soon after I came’intooffice I reduced
the eonstabulary forece nearly one-half
.and endeavored as far as [ knew and
could secure information to select men
of character and discretion to perform
the duties of State Constables. Aspublic
[ sentiment grows in favorof thelaw and
Magistrates and their -comstables, and:
Fother officers realize that it -is as muclr
their duty, to enforce this as- any other
la}v',;tfaam,gatisﬁed that the foree can be’
still further reduced and finally entirely
abolished. . coaren : *
} . During the past year.I issued a circu-
‘lar letter- to.all” the magistrates and
sheriffs of the State and the mayors and
intendents of the-incorporated cities and
towns; - calling their atiention to"the
fact that the Dispensary.Law was as
much a law:of the State as, any other
law: and also directing their attention
to their dyty to enforce it just as they
would-the statute against larceny or
any other crime, and asking their -aid
and. co-operation in the wise amd hi-
‘mane execution of all laws. The re-
sponses were numerous and unanimous
in'expressions of hearty co-operatios..
Some of them were frank enough to say
that they bad been afd were cpposed to
the Dispepsary Law but manly enough
1o acknowledee it as a law of the State
-dnd to pledge their support and co-ope-
‘ration in its proper enforcement. T am
satisfied that this circular bas resulted
in.gpod and that in many .of-the cities
and-towas the-local authorities are do-
|ieg what they-can to apprehend viola-
.tors and that there are fewer violations
.of the Dispensary Law than of many

Mr. W.W. Harris, who is clerk'and
is in charge of this department under,
my direction,-in kis yeport to me says:
“iThere is tess complaint of the illitit
-traffic im liquor coming to this office
front throughout the State than ever
befare. dyring the five years I have
been connected with this department
2nd it-is very evident that there is less]
‘violation. of the Dispensary Law over
the epsire State, .with the possible ex-
ception of the city of Charleston and

north-west portion of the State, and it
is probable that even in those sections.
there has been improvement.”™ I sub-
mit herewith & table showing the com-
parative cost and the work-done by the
reduced numbér of constables for the:
last six months of 1899 and.the corre-.
spording six meoths of 1898. 1t will
be. seen that so far as the.workdone
the numbér of. seizures isv'gbout .the
| same,” while there has beéen a saving
for'the six months of 189) ovgr the same
six months of 1898 of $8,238.8) in this
one item.: - 45
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““ These figurés include the cost of
buggy hire, rdilroad fare for the con-
stables, and the salary of the clerk to
‘he Goveruvor.- -

I am glad to be able to state
thas during my term of .affice, with
‘but-one “exgeption. there bas Leen n¢
contlict” belWeen the constables and
citizens ard 1o this exception one coo-
Stabile was killed and apother wounded’
and one citizen was killed. This un-
foftupate- trouble cannot any more be

Boards was-$9,724 20: *For the same |

two or three of the counties in the |

"to combat the disease.

could & similar difficulty in the enforre-

ment of ‘any other law be argued

against it.

The annual report of the State Board

‘of Control for the liseal year ending
December 31,-1860, will ‘be submifted

for your informatiomr-us sooh as it can
be made up. As already stated, the
fiscal year ending, so pear the assem-
bling of the Legislature, it was impos-
sible to obtain information showing the
business and.conditioa in time for my
message. I am informed, however, that
the profits will be much larger than in
any previous year since the enactmeant

‘of the Dispensary Law.. This coes not

necessarily mean that the censumption
of whiskey has increased but rather it
argues that less “whiskey has been
shipped in the State for personal use
and the blind tigers have decreased and
much of the prejudige against the Dis-
pensary lL.aw no looger exists. :

I bave received from the Comptroller
General the following statement of re-
ceipts and disbursements on account of
the special Srate Dispensary School
Fund for 1898-"99: -
Received from State Dispen- :
sary 1898-'99.......... $1:10,000 00
Disbursed to the

several coun- <

ties under Act

. 1898 ...l B6T, 204 35

Disbursed Defi-
-ciency several:
counties under
Act 1899......., 19,338 02

Disbursed . sups ™ . s

plus  several 3 ... . ;
counties under

 Act 1899......... 43457 63—8130,000 00
1 am sure that you'will be guided by a

.wise discretion ané exercise-goed bust-

mess judement in dedling with thissub-

jeet, and I trust that whatever action
you may take will redound to the good
of the State. -~ - - -~ s
CONFEDERATE RECORDS. *

The last General Assembly made no
provisign for the continuance of the
office'nf State Historian und the com-
pletionfof the work which : that ‘officer
bad in hand. "Col Jobn P. -Thomas,
who had been appointed to take up the
work laid down by Judge.J, B. Kershaw
and Gen, H L. Farley, and'in: view of
muech unfinished ' business : ¢connected
therewith, deemed it his duty to.keep
Jhis-office open amdito prosecite his la-
bors on his own responsibility, and asa
contribution to the'Confederate History
of the State. o w

_The resultof this year’s work appears
in the elaborate report sukmnitted to me
and by me transmitted to the Generaul
Assembly. . p

It will be seen that the account giver
of the raising of troops im South Caro-
lina for State and Confederate service,
1861-63, which Col. Thomas presents as
the joict work of Mr. W. J. Rivers and
himself, s a valuable contribution to
the history of- the part taken by
the--State in the War Between the
States ~ and that taken by the
troops furnished by the State to the
Southern Confederacy. © This paper
throws a flood of light upon .the rolls
and lays the foundation .of the sketeh
designed to accompany the publication
thereof, wher this publication shall be
ordered by the General Assemby.

Col. Thomas further, reports, as the
result of his services for the past year,
the collection- of much additional his-

Carolipa in the War. for Southerp, Inde-
pendanes, forS e SRR A
.. The rolls having been'practically com-
.pleted, Col, Thomas* recommends their
publication, properlg edited and accom-
.panied by such a'sketchasthat outlined
in the one submitt-+:d, supplemented by
a concise statement of the part taken
by eactr of the organizationsfrom South
Caroltyaswhich parficipated in our he-
“roicstruggle. A

*"~Thée'cost-of this publicatiod would be
verysmallcotnpared with its historie
value,' It fs-important that we should
‘preserve this history and that it*should
be put in permianent sbape while sowe
of those are still living .who, helped to
make it and are more competent to re-
cord it accurately than any of their de-:
scendants will be. I submit for your
consideration the wisdom of continning
the office. of “State Historian and of
making provision for the publication of
this history. Estimates have been re-
ceived from areputable publisker which
indicate that iv will not take a very
greatoutlay to-have this history pub-
lished. - It is-probable that a sufficient
ntmber.of copies.could bé $old to pri-
vate individuals to reimburse the State
for the outlay. Before taking definite
action you might appoint:a’ Conitnitiee
from both Hecuses to look into this mat-

Col. Thomas will «gladly furnish-the
Committee with such informatiom as he
may have. R

Col. Thomas has submitted to me
his resignatign as State~Historian, to

1897, by Governor Ellerbe.. He has
given efficient und faitkiful service dur-
ing his term of office and. has labored
hard to gather and put-in shape the
part that South Caroling took Tn that
grezt siruggle,  He should be compen/
ted for his seryices” during “the past
year, end I comidend it to your favor-

able censideration. kS

CHICKAMAUGA BATTLEFIELD.
* The Generali{Goveroment hegs pur-
chased the Chickdmavga battlefield and
converted it o a pational park: It is-
kept in excellent condition and $tands
4s & permanent tribute to the magnifi-
cent valor of the American soldier. It
is the 'only: battlefield so consecrated.
“The General Government has asked the
various States having® troops engaged
in that bhdttle to mark.the, positions o
tkeir troops by the erection of suitable
monuments.  Many of the States have
50 honored their sons.and $471,500 have
already been expended for this purpose
by sixteen States. Georgia leads the
Southern States with an expenditure of
825,000. The Geoeral Assembly of
South Carolina in 189%'sent a commis-
sion to locate the position of her

troops and in 1894 appointed &
commission to select suitable
monuments. Jao view of the promi-

nent part South Carolina took in this
war and in this battle it seems but fit
and proper that she should join with
her sister States in this tribute to the
memory of her heroic dead and provide
the necessary means to complete the
work already commenced. The South
Carolina Division U. C. V. will presen:
a memorial to you asking an appropria-
tion for this purposelof $10,000. I com-
mend it to your favorable consideration

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

The annual report of the State Board
of Health will be submitted to you. ~It
is 1mportant that vou should give care-
ful-attention to this report and the sug-
gesvions and -recommendations con-
taiped in it. You will also find a full
exhibit of expenditures of the Board

The fund-appropriated at the last ses-
sion was exbhaasted before the close o
the vear largely on account of 'the exis-

tence of small pox in various sections of
the State'and in the efforts of the Boarc
Other infec-
tious and contagious diseases have pre-

charged ‘bo “the Dispensary Law than

vailed to a more 'orless extent in some

which would secure prompt notification

tion in stamping out’any disease before

{tend the. organization from the State

‘providing for téwnship boardspf health.

.toric data bearing upen the Services of-
-the, Confederate . soldiery. from.-South|

‘ter and report at the present sassion.’
*|iwad in progress, and elsewhere through-

whith he was appointed:in Qgctober, |

of the Court of Claims "to suits/
hy all of these claimants, and fa-
“vorable reports from the Com-

.mittees on Claims of both ~Houses

parts of the State but have been of a
very mild character.  Only small pox
has assumed anything like un epidemie
form and the moriality has beea very
light. It hasappeared in twenty-three
counties during the year and is still
prevalent in some sections. ]t is im-
portant that stringent measures should
he adopted in eorder to stamp it out be-
fore it assumios a more virnlent type.
The Secretary of the State Board, Dr.
James Evans, in his report to me says:
“It was impossible Jor the State rd
of Health to prevent the rapid spread
of the disease to those widely separated
sections of the State-for several reasons,
the chief of which was the inadequate
funds at the disposal of the Board: not
beipg elothed with sufficient power to
enforce theéir authority in isolating,
guarding dnd preventing intercourse.
with the sick: in enforcing the great
safeguard acainst the spread of the
contacion, compulsory vaccination, and
the great necessity of extending the
bealth organization to the township

of the presence of any contagious or jo-
fectious disease to the health authori-
ties, who could thus take prompt ac-

it could possibly infect other persons
and become epidemic” This matter
deserves yourcareful attention. Toex-

Board to the County Board and from
the County Board to the Township
Board would put in operation machin-
ery that should be able to control and
stamp out apy cootZiions or inféctiond
disease before it could have opportuni-
ty to spread, and could guard witha
jealous eye the health of the State.
You have now on your calendar a bill

On account of the prevalence of emall
pox recently I made srranzements to
borrow $3,000 to be put at the disposal
of the State Board of Health inorder
to stamn out and cobtrol the small pox
epidemic. Up to this time thai fund
‘has not been drawn upon but I have tio
doubt the State Board has intutrred
some obligations which «ill have to 62
met in handlinz the® diszase. - The
health of the people of the Stateisa
very important mattdr 4od should be
carefully guarded by the enactment of
wise sanitary measures. In.the rerort
-of the State Board you will find several
important- suggestions ard recommen-
dations which should receive your care-
ful consideration.

MEDICAL COLLEGE.

The Medical College of the State of
South Caroliva located at Charleston
is pot a State imstitutson but through
the kindness of its facully bas for sev-
eral years been furnishing free tuition
to seven deserving young men, one from
each congressional district in the State.
These young men have been named by
the Governor. Ithought proper tocall
this matter to your official attention
and tocommend this institution for the
good work it has been doing for the
State. "

OYSTER BEDS.

In ourcoast counties the oyster busi-
ness could be made animportant indus-
try if proper end wise legislativn were
epacted to protect the oyster beds. I
am informed that tons of oysters are
shipped from Beuufort County every
week during the winter to canping fac-
tories in other States for which the
State receives practically no reve-
nue, and these beds are almost in-
exhaustible.  And" what 'is true of
Beaufort is true of Georgetown and
our other coast counties. Itis a much
more important matter, than some of
our people-who are not familiar with it
imagine. - If properly protected. can-
néries'conld not be built and profitably
operéted where the beds are and remun-
"erative employment given our own peo-
ple.” If they were no: and the oysters
were exported the State should receive
some revenue from them aad not vol-
untarily contribute to. enrich other
_States from property which is ours. I
ask for this matter your careful consid-
eration and such -legislation as-ino your
wisdom "vou muy conclude proper for
the. protection of the State; At the
session of 1897 =nme logislation was had
along this linehus it needs to be amend-
ed and perfecte | und made- more effec-
tive. '
CLAIMS FOR CAPTURED AND ABANDON-

ED PROPERTY.

It has been bronght to my notice that
there remains in the Treasury of the
United States the sum of $10,512,007.96,
balance remaining.from the sale of
captured and abandoned property of the
Southern States, under the Acts of Con-
gress ‘approved Mareh 12, 1863, and
July 2, 1864, this being chiefly cotton
seized in and sround :3eaufort during
the pecupancy of the parishes of St.
Helena and-St. Luke’s while the war

out the'Southern States in'such partsof
sheterritory as.were under Federal con-
trol ‘during the war, and after the war |
by special agents of the Treasury ap-
pointed. for that purpose. This fund
has been the subject of covsiderabie
contention. Claimants have.endeavor-
ed to establish their right to it, but
owing to the difficulty of bringing suit
against. the United States, a sovereign,
und the peculiar provision of the law
under which it was teken requiriong
iron-clad oaths aod proof of loyalty, in-
dividual suit could be brought only ia
a very few instances. Meanwhile the
fund-has laid in the Treasury. and in-
dividual efforts have continued to be
made by persons deeming themselves
interested therein, before Congress, to
secure the privilege of bringing suit in
the Court of Claims. During the years
that have passed the subject has been
considered frequently by the Supreme
Court of the Uniled States, and it has
aeen determiced by that tribunal in a
lirect decision, (Klein vs. U 8 13 W,
A. L L. 138 1I) that it was not the in-
sention of Congress by the enactment
of those statutes, that the title to prop-
erty seized under them should be di-
vested from the loyal owner: (2) that
the proceeds of the property should go
into the Treasury without change of
owpership: (3) that the same intention
prevailed in regard to property of own-
ars, who though hostile at the time the
property was taken, might subsequent-
Iy become loyal: (4)that the Govern-
ment constituted itself trustee for those
who by that Aetwere declared entitled
10 the proceeds of captured and aban-
uoned properiy.

_Tn the 53th Congress a _general
5ill was introduced opening the. door

were submitted, recommending the
vassage of the bill (Senate’ Bill 5020
Joth Congress, 3rd Sessibn, Report Sen-
ate Committee on Claims No.-1631) and |
these public documentsecarriéd on their

troduced, as it has been or will be, I
have seen proper to address a request

1o every member of our cougressional '.
delegaiion, reguesting them to give,

dilizent attemtion to this important
measure, and 1 Fave also addressed
communications to the Governors of
the several Southern States, whose cit-
izens are in common interested in the
fund, and reqrested them to take simi-
lar actioo, apd replies bave been re-
ceived trom several of the Governors.
showing that they have acted upov
this suggestion, and the Legislature of
Georgia has passed a resolution re-
questiog its congressioral delegation
actively to co-operate, aod it is hoped
thet at the present Congress by united
effort, this legislation, long delayed.
wiil be enacted. It is difficuly to see
why in this era of good feeling, when
all the acerbities of the war have gone
to their merited oblivion, that the Con-
eress of the United States should with-
hold from its citizeos the simple right
to proceed before its own courts, and
demonstrate their interests in the
fund, for which the highest courts has
admitted that they occupy a dduciary
pesition.

In this connection it is proper {o state
that much of the evidence upon which
these claims exist.is rapidly passing
away, and some means should be ai-
forded to our citizens to perpetuate
this testimony as far as possible, and to
epable them to do so a commissioner
should be appointed with power to ad-
minister ouths who should take deposi-
tions of witnesses who are cognizant of
facts relative to these claims, put them
in permanent shape, and register them
in a suitable manaer, so that this testi-
mony, now ¢o valuable, may he available

whenever the Congress of the United

States shall see proper to permit these
matters to be litigated. Such a commis-
sioner should be azpointed without ex-
pepse to tha State, but his compensation
should be entirely a matter of agree-
ment between him and the parties who
may desire to avail themseives of his
services in the perpetuation of the evi-
dence relating to their several claims,
and a sum of money, notexceeding $1W
might wisely be appropriated to defray
the expens= of printing needed blanks
aod purchasing suitable books of
record.
ROADS.

Therz is no subject of greater im-
portance aad that will affect more peo-
ple than that of good roads. No sub

ject will come before you to which you-

could give careful consideration with
more profit. The tepdency has been
for the country population to mmove L0
the cities and towns in order to secure
the advantages of church and school.
If this continues the country districts
will become depopulated and the popu-
lation will be congested in the cities
and towns. The condition of the public
roads in certain. seabons of the year
makes it almost necessary that the
country people should be denied school,
church and social privileges. Unless
something is done to arrest this fow of
population to the cities and towas the
condition of the country districts will
become alarming and it is already re-
ceiving the attention of the vbought-
ful. The country is the preserver of
true manhood aud the fosier father of’
manly independence. Nothing will
conduce more to its development and
desirability asaplace of residence than
the building of good roads. The sav-
ing af time, the saving in the wear and
tear of stock and vehicles, and the ad--
dition to the loads that could be hauled
with more ease, would compensate for’
much oatlay io road improvement, not
to speak of the convenience and com-
fort to the people who travel on the
roads in marketing their products and
attending church and school. Our con-
ditions are such that it would ecarcely
be wise to levy an additional tax for
this purpose. But by wise and proper
use of the means at our disposal much
more might be accomplished than is
pow dome. In many of the counties
wuch of the work on public roads is
but a shiftless pretence. Under our
system of county chain gangs if the

force were kept at work on permanent’

improvements and the building of
permanent roads instead of cleaning
out ditches and throwing a little dirt
in the middle, which has to be done
over after each rain, much more might
be accomplished. Some of thecounties
have realizod the importance of this
permanent work and asa result good
and permenent roads are being built.
T submit for your consideration the im-
portance of requiring all county chain
gangs to be kept on permanent work®
and not be permitted to fritter away
their time oo work that will have to be
done over two or three times a year.

I am glad to report to you that the
authorities of Clemson College have
realized the fact that road improve-
ment is one of the greatest economical
problems of the day and that they are
devoting money and time to the study
of the problem for the benefit of the
farmers of the State. Experiments
are-being made uander the direction of
an expert, who will also give the col-
lege classes a series of lectures on road
making. . Experiments have also been
made at Clemson- on thbe use of broad
tires and the results have been pub-
lished in bulletin form. If inm your
wisdom you can devise some plan by
which you can give to the people of
this State better roads you will confer
2 lasting blessing upon them.

WAR CLAIMS.

During the raising of troops by the
State in 1898 for the war with Spain
considerable indebtedness was incurred
which bas not yet been entirely adjusted
Claims have been put in against the
ceneral government for these several
amounts but many of them still remain
vppaid. 1 will submit to you & special
message covering, as far as I am able,
a full statemeunt of this matterand I de-
sire now simply to direct your attention
tc this special message. Those citizens
wiio furpished svpplies on the order of
the Govercor of the State should bave
their money anc should not be required
to wait any longer for payment. They
sold their goods to the State and look
to the State for payment and not to the
general government. Youshould make
some provision for the prompt and sat-
isfactory adjustment of these claims
remaining unpaid. This woulé not in-
terfere or retard the collection of these
claims from the geperal government
and private parties would not be sub-
jected to the inconvenience of neing
kept ous of money justly due them and
which they expected to receive ir cash.

STATE MILITIA.

It is gratifying to pote that marked
improvement bhas been made io the
status of the State militia under the
present administration of the Adjutant
General’s department. The number of
companies ino actual service has been

face-the-evident justice of sueh lezisla-
sion. The bill'fatled to pass enly for,
the reason, az [ am informed, that it
failed to receive-gtiteation in the mass
»f business heford Conuress, and sothis
peastiro, so hepefigia! to o laree num-
her of our eitizens, the proceceds’.of
whose property is in thst fupd. failed
at that Coneress. With a view of aid-

ing the passage of the bill when re-ip- .

copsiderably reduced but there has been
an inerease ip efficiency. You are
aware that for several years past the
support of this Department by the
State has been very meagre and really
insufficient to meet the demands re-
quired io maintainicg a creditable and
an efficient militia preanization.
Grave social and political conditions.
liable &t any moment to threaten the

peace and welfare of the State, would
seem to indicate the necessity of prep-
aratian at all times. 1 would, there-
fore, recommend that you be as liberal
the current year in the support of this
important branch of the State service
as the finances of the State founded on
wise economy wiil allow.

A full and exhaustive report of all
matter relating to this department bas
been prepared by the Adjutant General
for your consideration. I commend it
w your careful attention.

TAX ON STATE BANKS.

The repeal of the ten per eent. tax on
State Bunks will go far toward solving
the money question. This is a matter
entirely within the provioce of the Na-
tional Congress at Washington. but a
resolution from the several State Leg-
islatures requesting Congress to repeal
this tax would have its influence. Such
a resolution from you would give en-
couragement to our Senators and Rep-
resentativgs in Congress who are
making a fight for the repeal of this
t1ax and would be evidence that they
bad behind them the support and en-
dorsement of tbe people whom they
represent. - - \

BANK AND INSURANCE EXAMINER. -

In 1896 an Act was passed creating.
the office of Bark Examiner. But the
Board appointed by that Act did not
elect the Examiner, as [ am informed,
for the reason that po appropriation-
. was provided for the expenses of the
office and the law is, therefore, a” dead
letter.

There are now more than one hun-
dred insurance companies doing busi-
ness in this State. Life insurance as
well as fire insurance has taken deep
‘root with our people and npearly every
man bas those who.are dependent
upon him provided agsinst his death
with an insurance poii¢y upon his
life. It is of very great importance
to a great many of our people that:
the companies that solicit business
in this State sbould be substantial
and reliable companies, so that ‘thé in-’
sured may feel secure that. when he
pays the premivm on his policy, when
death comes, those for whose benpefit
he has paid it may get the insurance.
And so with State Banks.- A great
deal of the business of the country is
done through banks and many of our
people bave their savings in these ip--
stitutions. They iovite the trust and
confidence of the people and should  be -
under the supervision of the State. L
submit for your serious consideration
the wisdom .of providing a State Bx< -
aminer for State Banks:and bankers
and the insurdoce companies doing
business in this State. All reputable
companies and banks sbould be glad to
bave such examipations made for their--
own protection as well as the protec-.
tion of their customers. ' The salary
and expenses of this office could be
provided -for by the institutions named
in proportion to the business. they do,
as is dope in the case of the Railroad
Commissioners. : . :

: TRUSTS. -

While we feilicitaté ourselves on the
number of corporations that have been
chartered within the State during the
past year and should do nothidg to
hinder their ‘success- it should pot be -
forgotten that they are creatures of the
State.. Obtaining their existence from
the State, you bhave .the right to -
regulate .their operations apd the
operations of those doing.business in -
this State-though receiving their'cor~
porate existence . from other Staves.
: The tendency of thesé corporatiocsis -
towards centralization™ and combina~
tion., This tendency leads ultimately ..
to oppression and an effort to drive the-
wezker institutions ount of competition
and unless guarded by wise legislation
will eventually take away from the in-
dividual his dearest-rights. ‘While on
the other hand if wisely conducted and’
properly guarded they will do much to
develop and bring into life the natural
resources of the State. - It is a subject
that should command your most ear-
nest- and- thoughtfol attention: 1
thought proper -simply to call it to
your attention, so that while you legis-
lated to foster and encourage corporate
enterprises you might also. guard and -
protect the rights and privileges of the
individual citizen.. "~ ° = °°

'BIENNIAL SESSIONS. T

The advisability of bienpial sessions.of the.:
Legislature has been frequently called to the at-.
tention of the General Assembly by my prede:-

cessors. That we have too. much lation.we-
all admit. Fewer changes'in 881 laws as a rule:

exists, Many States have - adopted " biennial
sessions of their Legislatures. The State Con~ .
stitution provides for annual ‘sessions ‘of the
Legislature and the Declaration of Rights de-
clares, *"The General ‘Assembly ought frequently
to assemble for the redressof grievances and for
making uew laws, as the common .good. may re~ .
quire.”” I submit the mitter to you foryour

been some discussion of this subject and some
demand in certain sections for bienpial sessions. -
As you will see, in order to.chaoge, would re-
quire an amendment to'our Constitution.

LOCAL LEGISLATION. “
* Much time at each session of the Legislature is
consumed with the passage of laws thathave
only a local application The attention of . the
Legislature has’ been called to the
of such legislation at different-times by my pre-
decessors and yet every session of the la-
ture finds itself confronted with a
of local aand special legislation. The Constitu-
tion prohibits the passage of local or special
laws concerning. wcertain subjects and demands
the enactment of general laws to cover the same. |
You'should avoid as far as possible the passage
of local und special legislation, for it not only .
involves expense, but it”creates confusion in un-
derstanding and knowing just what the law is.
Where general laws have not beern provided in
accordance with the requirements ot the Consti-
tuzim:}‘ they r':s\gm.'lf:l recg:\l'e }-ourdatten.tion and:
then the intreduction of local and special legis-
lation shouald not be permitted.

PAYMENT OF TAXES. -

In view of the demand from certain sections
that the time for payment of taxes be extended,
after consultation with the Comptroller General,
by virtue of authority given us'by law, we ex-
tended the time for the payment of taxes with-
out penality to the first of February, 1goo.

GOOD ORDER.

Tliere has been no mob viclence during the
past year and general good order has prevailed
throughout the State. The county of Darlington is
to be congratulated on giving a legaltrial and
execution for a crime that usually results in
summary justice. This spirit is 10 be encouraged
and commended and will fesult in greater re-
spect for.the proper and legal channels of ad-
ministering the laws.

Liberty is too often construed as license and we
need to instil into our peoplea rd and re-
spect for constituted authority and that the best
and most highly prized liberty is that which is
surrounded by restraint. One of the greatest
evils of the day and of modern times is the
tendency to disregard and disrespect constituted
authority and to rebel at the restraint thatis
necessary to put upon personal-freedom in
to secure and enjoy the Lest and the purest and .
the sweetest liberty.

CONCLTSION.

I have thus endeavored to obey the mandate of
the Coustitution laid upon the Governor to “'give.
to the General Assembly information of the con-
dition of the State, and recommend for its con-.
sideration such measures as he shall deem neces-.
sary or expedient.” I have got presumed to.
iecture ¥ou oneconomy, for I feel sure that you
realize as fully as I do the needs of our people:
and will beas economical in the expenditure off
public money as is consistent with efficient ser~
vice. The burdens of taxation always falk
heavily but where there isa wise and pecessary
expenditure of the public fund for the general -

no reasonable tax-payer will complain,
You should deal with the affairs ofstateina
businesslike manner and asa prudent business
man wotld manage his private affairs, If you
find that in any department the expenditures
can becut down without hurt to efficient service
it is your duty to cut-them down. Uselessand
extravagant appropriations should under no cir-
cumstances even oe conside Prudent and
careful economy should gnide you in all matters
touching the State’s finances, - .
-1 invoke upon all ypur deliberations the
zuidance of an all-wise and ovecsuling Provi-
dence and trust that whatever you do may be
done with an eye single to the good of all'the

people of the State. «
M. B. McSWEENEY, Governor,

would be beiter. There would. ot be that un< - .
certamnty in regard to many laws, ‘that now-:. .

careful consideration, inasmuch .as.there _has. -
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